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N * Jam your ſpiritual Pattor, i it is 
of A . the unfeigned deſire of my. foul. 
J to lead you in the Ways ' which 


e * pleaſe Gop, that you may at the 


laſt day be ſet on the right. hand. 
of the Chief Shepherd, who gave his Life far. 
the ſheep. For whoſoever ſhall be diſowned 


by our Lord and Saviour in that great diftin- 


guiſBing day, will be caft out of the Jorious 


A! kingdom of Gop into everlaſting miſery. __ 


And I pray you to conſider; betimes, that 
as the ſhort ſpace of this uncertain life is the 
only time in which you may, through the 
grace of Go p, work out your ſalvation; ly ; 
the preſent time of your Youth is the fitteſt 
ſeaſon of your, whole life to ſet about it. 


Four faculties are now vigorous, and your 
7 heart is comparatively tender, and you have 


not ſo much offended the Holy Spirit of God | 
as elder ſinners have done, nor ſo widely wan- 
[Jens from his commandments. Wherefore _ 


] beſeech you to conſider it now, and to value 


this preſent golden ſeaſon of your life, and 


| Put forth your utmoſt endeavours without 


A2 "Pra 


| 5 | of ſalvation: and to him, nothing in the world 
| ” is 


4 Pasrox AL Apvics, in order 
delay, to become a Chriſtian indeed; which 
is the moſt honourable, the moſt comfortable, 

and the moſt bleſſed life of man. 


And here 1 muſt, in faithfulneſs to your 
ſouls and to my own, acquaint you, that your 


having been baptized in the name of Chrift, 
and making proſeſſion of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, together with your cuſtomary attend- 


ance on the ordinances thereof, will not be 


ſufficient to make you a complete member of 
the ſpiritual church of Chriſt, except his Holy 
Spirit rules in your heart and life, and you 


come to be of his holy temper, and heavenly 


converſation. For whoſoever will be a real 


Chriſtian, muſt be a new creature, created in 


Chriſt Jeſus to good works, who gave himſelf 
vr us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify to himſelf a peculiar People, zealous 

of good Works. 5 | 
It is therefore requiſite that you ſhould be 
well inſtructed in the following particulars, 


I. You muſt be well informed in the Chriſtian 
Doctrine of the Original Corruption of Man. 


T1LL you come to a juſt ſenſe of this, 


you cannot duly ſee the want of a Saviour, 


nor ſeek unto him with ſuitable earneſtneſs 
for his ſaving remedies. He only that ſees 
his ſpiritual wounds and corruption, and per- 
ceives that he lies under the wrath and curſe 
of Gop, will thirſt and long after the well 
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is ſo welcome as the glad tidings of the goſpel; 


for he conſiders with continual dread, that 
whilſt he is without Chrift, he is an alien from 


the commonwealth of Iſrael, a ſtranger from 


the covenant of promiſe, without hope, and 


without God in the world, Eph. ii. 12. | 

Wherefore, Young Men and Women, you 
muſt conſider with ſincere Humiliation before 
Gop, that by the Apoſtaſy of our firſt Pa- 


rents from Gop, all mankind loſt the rec- | 


titude and perfection of that divine frame 


and conſtitution in which man was created, 
and are ſunk into a ſtate of corruption, diſorder 
and defilement; which is by divines ſometimes 
called Original Sin, and ſometimes the depravi- 


ty or corruption of human Nature. Not that 


human Nature is altered in its eſſence, but in 


its qualities and endowments, as having loſt 
that ſpiritual righteouſneſs and holineſs, where- 
in at firſt it reſembled Gop. Inſomuch that 


it is the great Deſign and bleſſed work of the 
_ goſpel of our Lord, to reſtore degenerate men 


to the ſpiritual purity and divine dignity which 
they have loſt, and to re-impreſs the image of 
Go upon them, by ſpiritual regeneration, 
through his grace and mercy in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. So that our bleſſed Saviour 
comes as a ſecond Adam, to redreſs the mani- 


fold evils which are brought upon us by the 
firſt ; that as by .one man's diſobedience many 
. were made ſinners; ſo by the obedience of one, 
ous, Rom. v. 19. 

„ 


many might be made right 
A3 
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Our Church inſtructs us in this 1 


point of doctrine very fully in the ninth article, 
where it is ſaid, © That Original Sin ſtandeth 
not in the following of Adam (as the Pela- 


© gians do vainly talk) but it is the fault and 


corruption of the nature of every man that 
« is naturally ingendered of the Offspring of 
Adam, whereby man is very far gone from 
original righteouſneſs, and is of his own 
© nature inclined to evil; ſo that the fleſh Luſt- 
eth always againſt the ſpirit, &c.“ And 
agreeable hereunto our Church puts a peni- 
tential confeffion of this our natural corrup- 


\ | 


tion into our mouths, in the daily public Ser- 


vice, in theſe Words. There is no health 


in us.“ Which is very ſuitable to the doctrine 


and devotion of the Prophets and Apoſtles, as 
we ſee in the confeſſion of David, Pſal. Ii. 5. 
Behold, I was ſbapen in iniquity, and in n 
did my mother conceive me. And ſuch is the 
doctrine of St Paul, Eph. ii. 3. Ne were by 
nature the children of wrath, even as others. 
And our bleſſed Saviour applied his ſaving 
remedies to the root of our diſtemper, when, 


he taught Nicodemus that he muſt be born 


again of the Holy Ghe/t, as well as water, or 
he could not enter the kingdom of God, John 


ili. 5. And he demonſtrates the neceſſity of 


this, by a moſt irrefragable argument, ver.6. 


to wit, becauſe that which is born of fleſh is 


25. Carnal Perſons cannot act higher or 


better than their carnal principles lead them. 


And therefore they cannot, without ſpiritual 
155 8 


* 
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regeneration, come up to the divine principles, 
and rules, and life, and ſpirit of the Chriſtian. 
Religion. The fleſh will never conſent to. 
its oa crucifixion, required Gal. v..24. Nor 
will it aſſiſt in pulling out the right eye, or in 
cutting off the right hand, Matt. v. 29. Nor, 
in a word, will it rely on God for the ac- 
compliſhment of things, which to a carnal, 
view ſeem impoſlible; which is the glory of 
a Chriſtian's faith; as in faithful Abrabam, 
who again hope believed in hope, Rom. iv. 19. 
So that herein we ſee theApoſtle's words. made 
good, That the carnal mind is enmity againſt 
od, in thut it is not ſulject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be, Rom. viii. 7. 
The divine purity of the law of God is not 
only above its natural power, but oppoſite to 
its natural inclinations. For the eb Iuſteth 
| againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit. again/t the 
fleſh, and theſe two are N the one to the Py 
other, Gal. v. 17. TS 
I have been the longer in clearing this 

truth to you, becauſe the overlooking and 
deſpiſing of this ſundamental point, has nurſed 
up ſuch a height of carnal pride, as has oc- 
caſioned many groſs errors in the minds . 
men, and great impiety in their lives. Hence 
alas ! the Focinian falls into a fatal conceit, 
that he needs not a Saviour of divine power 
or merit; and the Pelagian fancies that he 
needs not be beholden to the Holy Spirit 
of Gop for his ſanctification. Hence the Pa- 
biſi comes to rely on a meritorious righteouſ- 
A 25 T. neſs, 
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8 PasToRar Apvice, in order 
Teſs of his own for juſtification; and the Ana- 
bapti/t to fancy, that our children need not 
the purifying grace and pardaning mercy of 
_- Chriſtian Baptiſm. Yea, hence the Quater 
comes to think, that the natural light within 
him is his goſpel, yea his Chrift; and finally, 
hence very many among us come to cheriſh 
very imperfect notions of Chriſtian mortifi- 
cation, and evangelical holineſs, and to de- 
ceive themſelves moſt dreadfully by the pre- 
ſumptuous hope of heaven, grounded on an 
outward poliſhing morality, without the quick- 
ening and transforming power of ſpiritual re- 
eneration, which is the go of the Chriſtian 


Religion; whereinit excels all others, as much 


as the ſun in the firmament excels that in a 
mR_ bs 
So then, till your natural mind be enlight- 
ened by the Spirit of wiſdom and underſtand- 
ing, and till your natural wills and affections 
come to be rectified and fpiritualized by the 
Spirit of holineſs, and till you come to re- 
cover out of your natural weakneſs and diſa- 
bility, by the Spirit of power, and in a word, 
till you are turned from the power of ſin and 
Satan to Gon, by the Spirit of ſanc̃tification, 
ou cannot pleaſe Gop, or be pleaſing in his 
ight. You are expreſly taught this in the 
. thirteenth article of our Church, where it is 
ſaid, that Works done before the grace of 
© Chrift, and the inſpiration of his Spirit, are 
© not pleaſing to Gop, c.“ So that until 
you come to ſuch a ſight and ſenſe of your 
” | A 


= 
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_ fins, as brings you in a penitent and effeQual 
manner under the Yoke of Jeſus Chrift, who 
is the way, the truth, and the life, you are 
in a ſtate of fin and error, and of God's 
wrath and high diſpleaſure, which is the moſt 
dreadful thing in the whole world; for nothin 

can be imagined more terrible, than the wra 
of that almighty and all-commanding Being, 


on whoſe pleaſure we depend for every mo- 


ment's eaſe and enjoyment, and who is able 
in an inſtant to caſt us into unſpeakable torture 
of ſoul and body, without the leaſt hope of 
relief or redreſs for ever. Es 
But blefſed be Gop, this miſerable con- 
dition of our natural eftate is not without re- 
meqdy, in the preſent ſeaſon of God's grace, 
as you will ſee in the next particular. | 


O the Covenant rar. PO 


| An here, my Brother, if you are endued- 


with the leaſt degree of ſpiritual ſenſibility, 
you cannot but break forth into the moſt af- 
fectionate thankſgiving to the Father of mer- 
cies, even 5 of our conſolation, for 
that, whilſt the fallen Angels are left bound 
in everlaſting chains of darkneſs, he hath pro- 
vided a Redeemer for the worſt of ſinful men, 
that will heartily embrace him as their Prince 
and Saviour; that is, who truly give them- 
ſelves up to be taught and governed by his 
holy word and Spirit, with a ſtedfaſt reliance 
on his mediation and atonement. So that 
ES A5 : now- 
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now no penitent ſinner ſhall periſh, who ef- 

fectually accepts and applies the reſtoring re- 
medies of the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
in order to which, he is ready to ſuccour them 


with the aids of his grace, in their due uſe of 
the means appointed for this enc. 


We find the ſum of this new covenant re- 
hearſed in moſt gracious and reviving terms, 


Feb. viii. 10, II, 12. which is a quotation 
out of the prophecy of Jeremiah, Jer. xxxi. 


31, Sc. For this is the covenant that I willi 
make with the houſe of Iſrael. After thaſe days, 
faith the Lord, I will put my laws into their 
mind, and write them in their hearts : and 1 
evill be to them a God, and they ſball be to me 
a people. And they ſhall not teach every man 


His neighbour, and every man his brother, ſay- 


ing, Know the Lord; for all ſhall know me, 
from the leaſt the greateſt. For I will be 


merciful to thei e, and their ſins 


and their iniquities will 1 remember no more, 
Which implies, that in conſideration of the 
interceſſion and ſufferings of our Lord Jeſus . 


Chriſt for ſinners, Gop is pleaſed to receive 
them into his favour in the way propoſed by 


this their compaſſionate Mediator; inſomuch, 
that now, whoſoever ſubmits themſelves un- 
feignedly to the government of his only begot- 
ten Son, who is Lord of all, ſhall find that 
God will, by his holy Spirit, in the due uſe of 
the means appointed, put his laws into their- 
minds; that is, he will through divine illu- 


- mination, make them to underſtand and to 


admire 


[ 


| Sug 
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admire the excellency, fitneſs, and deſirable- 


neſs of his holy laws: and he will alſo vouch- 
ſafe to-write them in their hearts; that is, he 

will, through the ſanctification of his Spirit. 
incline them to love and delight in his holy 


will; ſo that his commandments ſhall be as it 
were ſo many natural principles in them, after 
their ſpiritual renovation; and then they will 
yield a free and chearful obedience to Gop, 
and will take pleaſure therein, as the natural 
man does in acting according to the natural 
appetites of eating and drinking; for there is 


in the new creature a ſpiritual hungering and 


thirſting after righteouſneſs, and it is their neat 
and drink to do the will of their Father. And 
then they ſnun all known fin, and the mant- _ 
feſt occaſions of it, with as juſt a concerament, , 
as a man in his ſenſes ſhuns a pit, or a draught. 


of poiſon; ſo noble and divine is that change 


which the ſaving grace of the goſpel p 
in all ſuch as effectually partake of it. 
And upon this perſonal improvement of 


man in his mind, heart, and life, follows 


roduceth 


that relative change, which is expreſſed in 


theſe words, I will be to them à God; that is, 
all the infinite perfections and attributes of 
the Godhead, ſhall be for their comfort and 


benefit in both worlds. A grant which ex- 
cels all comprehenſion, and deſerves to be 


deſcanted upon in the thankful praiſe and ad- 
miration of the whole heaven of ſaints to all: 
eternity. For all their divine excellency and 


happineſs is owing tothe gracious and godlike 


grants. 


ly ſhould we cry out, O the heighth, and depth, 
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which implies, that they ſhall be diſtinguiſhed 
from all the reſt of the world by their ſpiritual 
qualifications, and heavenly lives, by which 


they ſhall alſo be prepared for the everlaſting 


kingdom of Gop. And to crown all, Gop 
is pleaſed, for the ſake of their divine Media- 
tor, to be merciful! to their unrighteouſneſs ; 


that is, he will pardon what they have done 
amiſs, and will remember their fins and ini- 


guities no more; that is, he will receive them 
as kindly as if they never had offended him. 


And thus is Gop pleaſed, that our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be made unto men 
_. wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and re - 


demption, even to them that receive him by 
a lively and effectual faith. fe, 

This is the ſum of Gop's covenant of 
grace with ſinners: And J earneſtly preſs you 
to ſtudy the terms and benefits of this gracious 
alliance with Gop, till you have a clear un- 
derſtanding of it. For it is a greater inſtance 


of Gop's mercy and compaſſion, than the 


creation of the world; and there is more true 
wiſdom and knowledge in being well inſtructed 
in Gop's way of ſaving ſinners, than in un- 
derſtanding all the books of the moſt learned 
Heathens that ever were written, or in 
comprehending the depth of all human ſci- 
ences. And the more we look into this ma- 
azine of divine mercy, the more affectionate- 


and 


, | 


| grants of this bleſſed covenant; in which it is 
further added, and they ſhall be to me a people 
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10 CONFIRMATION: 13 
and length, and breadth of the love of God in 
125 Chriſt ! It is a love that paſſeth know- 
ledge ! J oo mY 
For the promiſe is to us, and to our chil- 

dren; the benefits of it low down to our 
poor infants, who, as your Catechiſm teaches 


| you, are © by nature born in fin, and are the 


© children of wrath.* And we ſee the effects 
of it, in that they are ſubject to pain, difeaſes 
and death. And it is an act of mercy worthy 
of the infinite Gop, to comprehend our ſin- 
ful offspring within the embraces of his cove- 
nant - mercy in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; as we 
ſhall more fully ſee in the next particular, 


III. Of Infant Baptiſm. 


To the grace and mercy of this goſpel- 
covenant ye were admitted, Young Men and 
Women, in your bene by baptiſm; though 
you were not then capable of knowing or de- 
ſiring the benefits of it. For it has been the 
manner of Gon's dealing with men ever ſince 
he made man upon earth, to beſtow the ſame 
covenant grants on the children of thoſe that 
are in covenant with him, according to their 


capacity, that he does on their parents. Thus 


God's covenant with Adam, Noah, and Abra- 
ham, comprehended their children alſo in their 
infancy. And on this ground, the children ' 
of Fewiſh parents were brought to the ſeal of 
God's covenant in their infancy, during the 


whole tate of the Jewiſb church ; 2 


. / 
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Few was to be cut off from God's people that: 
_— it, Gen. xvii. 14. So that even 
Aoſes himſelf was in danger of loſing his life 
for the neglect of circumciſing his ſon, Exod. 
iv. 24. eee 15 a demonſtration that 
infants are capable of being brought into co- 
venant with Gop by their parents; which, as 
far as we can know it, has been the conſtant 
practice of the univerſal church of Chriſt ;. 
and that with good reaſon, ſince we have no. 
command or example in the goſpel which 
debars the Chriſtian church of this privilege, 
which was granted to the Jeruiſb church, 
and to all the people of GoD, from the 
creation.. | 1 5 
There is not, I conceive, any bar to this 
in our bleſſed Saviour's order given to the. 
Apoſtles, to - baptize ail 'nations; where the 
words of the miſſion run thus, Matt. xxviii.. 
19. Go ye, teach all nations, baptizing them, 
&c. To clear this, let us ſuppoſe, that any . 
perſons had been ſent to diſciple all nations to 
the Jew: religion; and if ſo, the commiſſion 
might very well have run in the ſame manner, | 
viz. Go ye, teach all nations, © circumriſmg | - 
them. All teachable perſons muſt have been 
taught the Jetoiſh religion, before they mit 
be admitted as members of it; and yet every” 1 
body ſees, that this would not have excluded. i ; 
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. the infants of Jetuiſh proſelytes from circum- 
ciſion on the eighth day. •„ ty ; 
Now, as this anſwers the chief objection. il : 
made by: ſuch -as- oppoſe Infant Baptifm,. 1 £ : 
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to CONFIRMNMAT TON. 15 
will their chief argument for the neceſſity of 
rebaptizing adult perſons (taken from the 
neceſſity of their perſonal covenanting with 
Goy in Jeſus Chriſt) be effectually removed 


buy the ſolemn uſe of Confirmation: and many 
wiſe and learned Men have been induced to 


think, that the good providence of Gop has 


adminiſtred, to the benefit of his church, in 
awakening in it a juſt eare of confirming adult 


perſons, by the clamours of ſome miſtaken 


people about their rebaptizing. 


And upon the whole, I cannot but conclude 


with great praiſe to Gon, and with very 
comfortable hopes of the ſaveable condition 


of our children in their infant ſtate, that it is 


the will of our bleſſed Redeemer that children 


ſhould:be thus brought unto him, that they may 
be waſhed in the laver of regeneration. And 


all the world muſt ſay, that this is ſuitable to. 


the infinite mercy of Gon, and very expreſſive 


of the ſufficiency of that remedy, which he 


has provided for all ſin in the goſpel. And 


ſurely it cannot but appear very agreeable to 
the righteouſneſs of God, that ſince we par- 
take of the corruption and curſe of the firſk 


Adam in our infancy, without any perſonal 
act of ours, we be alſo capable of partaking of 
the remedies and bleflings of the ſecond Adam 


nin our infancy; without our on explicit act. 


Ve were therefore very properly brought 


into the covenant of grace by baptiſm in your 
infancy, wherein ye were ſolemnly devoted 
to Gop by your Parents and ſpiritual repre- 


ſen- 
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ſentatives: And ye were then made partakers 
of the benefits of this covenant, as far as ye 
were then capable of them; namely, in 


that ye were thereby waſhed from the guilt 


of your firſt parents rebellion, by whom, as 


the Apoſtle ſays, judgment came oy all men 
to condemnation, Rom. v. 18. 
alſo hereby the ground and foundation of 


ſpiritual renovation, and a more direct intereſt 


in the promiſes of the goſpel, and in the pray- 
ers of the whole church of Chrift, together 
with a peculiar title to the providence of Gop, 


and the ſpecial aids of his holy Spirit, accord- _ 
ing as your advancement in the uſe of reaſon 


did render you capable of them. . And in 
ſhort, by your being baptized in the name of 
the holy Trinity, you attained a new relation 
to your Creator as a gracious Father, to his 
eternal Son as your merciful Saviour, and to 


his Holy Spirit as your Sanctifier and Com- 15 
forter, ſo long as you continue faithful to 


thoſe covenant-engagements ; which is there- 


fore not improperly termed a ſpiritual regene- 
ration, that is, in a baptiſmal and covenant 


—_—_ 
But now ye muſt know, that the faith and 


| devotion of your natural and ſpiritual parents, 


which was a ſufficient title and condition of 
your church-memberſhip when ye were In- 
fants, will not be ſufficient for the continuance 
of it to you now, ſince ye are come to years 


of underſtanding. The covenant of Gon 
engageth you to ſerve him with all your mind | 


and 


e obtained 


4 
z 
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and ftrength; and therefore as you come to 


1 


8 knowledge and capacity of ſerving 


 Gop, the ſphere of your duty will be en- 


larged. And therefore, fince ye are now 


capable of diſcerning betwixt good and evil, 


ye muſt now unfeignedly dedicate yourſelf to 
Gop, according to your vows. of Chriſtian 
Baptiſm, by your own voluntary and delibe- 


rate choice, and by your ſerious: and expreſs 


act and deed; and ye muſt order the courſe of 


your life ſuitable thereunto, or you do in effect 


deſpiſe and renounce the covenant of your 


Go, and deprive yourſelf of the benefits and 


bleſſings of it. Which leads me to ſhew you 


the meaning of that ancient uſage of the 


Chriſtian Church, which is called Confirma- 
tion, together with the great Advantage of a 


due performance of it. 
I. Of Confirmation. 


TE deſign and end of Confirmation, is 
to bring ſuch perſons as are duly inſtructed in 
the Chriſtian religion, after they have been 

Pecially if baptized in theiz 
infancy, to a perſonal and expreſs acknow- ' 
ledgment, confirmation, and renewing of 
their baptiſmal,covenant with God in a pub- 


* 


lie Aſſembly, before the Biſhop, or chief Over- 


ſeer of that part of the church of Chriſt to 
which they belong; and to receive the benefit 
of public prayer and epiſcopal benediction, 


wich the ancient and venerable right of laying 


don 


\ 
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on of hands, in. order to their obtaining far- 
ther endowments of Gon's Grace; that they 
may perform their Vows, and adorn their 
profeſſion, and may be admitted to the Lord's 
Supper, as complete members of the viſible 
church of Chrift, which, as ſtrong meat, 
was not to be given to babes. 


And this is that which I would perſuade 


. 


vou to take into your ſerious conſideration; 


and I beſeech you to pray to God daily to 


give you a juſt Senſe of this matter, which is 


of infinite importance, and that he would by 
his Holy Spirit work in you ſuitable diſpo- 


ſitions for it. For ye are now, through the 


goodneſs of Gop, come to ſuch a meaſure of 
underſtanding, as to be able, through his grace, 
to ſee your want of a Saviour and Sanctifier, 
and to diſcern how much better it is to live, 
in the delightful love and ſervice of the beſt of 
all Beings, in hope of eternal life, according 
to your baptiſmal engagements, than to revel 
in ſinful exorbitancy a little while, through 
the inſtigation of the devil, and then to, de- 
ſcend with him into everlaſting torments. 


With what joy, therefore, ought ye to- 


embrace this covenant- ſt ate of life and peace? 
and with what thankfulneſs and reſolution 
ſhould ye profeſs and declare it to the world, 


eſpecially to the governors of the church of 
Chriſt, and to thoſe your brethren in Chriſt, 
with whom you join in communion, that they _ 


may rejoice in your Chriſtian fellowſhip, and 


may 
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may be fatisfied in your title to the table of ths 


9 Lord, as being one of his family? 8 


"This is very agreeable to the holy diſei- 
pline of the Chriſtian Church in the-primitive 
times, whoſe paſtors (as St Chry/a/tom aſſures 


us) refuſed to receive ſuch as were baptized to 
the ſacred myſtery of the Lord's Supper, ex- 


cept they were ſolemnly confirmed. Which 
leads me to give you a brief account of the 


antiquity of this holy ys in the Church of 


Chriſt. | * a 
3 * 


V. The duni of Cnfomation. 3.1 


We find a threefold diſtinction of Cbrilian 
profeſſion, very often mentioned both by the 
Latin and Greek Fathers, as ſo many ſteps 
or degrees of Chriſtianity. The firſt, were 
fuch as were baptized, which they called The 
initiated, or The enligbined. The ſecond,” 
were ſuch as had been: confirmed after their | 
baptiſm, whom they talled The perfect, or 


complete members of the chuieh; as bein 


now admitted to full communion. Phe thitd 
ſort, were ſuch as after their bap:iſm and 
confirmation did conſtantly partake ' of the 


Lord's Supper, which they Amy The fuitb- 
Ful. And according to theſe three degrees 


of Chriſtian'profici-ncy, they generally looæed 
on the unbaptized as no members of the 
Chriſtian church; and on ſuch as neglected 
confirmation, as perſons i in a-weak and feeble” 
A 3 and on ſuch as ſeldom or never come 

municated 


FF. 
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municated at the Lord's table, as people in 


' a languiſhing and ſtarving condition. And 
their general notion of confirmation was, 
that by this confeſſion of Chriſt, made before 


men by the perſons confirmed, and by the 
public prayers of the church, and laying of 
the Hands of the Biſnop on him, he received 
an increaſe of divine grace to walk more firm- 
ly and ftedfafily with Gop. That as by the 
laying of the Apoſtles hands upon the primi- 
tive Chriſtians, they received thoſe marvelous 


gifts of the holy Ghoſt, which were neceſſary 


to propagate and confirm the Chriftian faith 
in thoſe infant days of the church; even fo, 
by the ſame devotional rite, the grace of Gop 


might be tranſmitted to ſucceeding Chriſtians 
in after- times; ſince the Holy Ghoſt is pro- 


miſed to the church of Chriſt for ever, as to 
the real purpoſes of ſanctification and ſpiritual 


ſuccour. And hence they argued for the 
perpetual uſe of it; That the fleſh being 


< ſhadowed,” ſaith Tertullian de Reſurrect. Cap. 


viii. by the impoſition of hands, the foul 


© might be enlightened by the Spirit of Gon, 
© which, ſaith St Hierome, Tom. ii. p. 50. 


*. the cuſtom of the whole Chriſtian world 


© recommends.* Inſomuch that St Cyprian 


acquaints us, Ep. xxvi. Set. 10. That the 


* baptized Clinicks,” that is, thoſe who by 


reaſon of bodily ſickneſs and inability were 


baptized in their beds, © were viſited by their 


_ ©: Biſhops, and confirmed.“ And © though 
the ſpeaking with tongues, and working of 


5 miracles, 


* 
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< miracles, ſaith St Auguſtine, Tract. vi. in 
1 Ep. Johns do not now attend the laying + 
on of hands, as in the Days of the Apoſtles, 
« yet any one wy now know. whether he 
© has received the Holy Ghoſt, by the love he 
© bears to his brother, and his deſire of the 
peace and unity of the church of Chriſt.” 
And it is very evident, that the practice of 
Confirmation, by laying on of hands, did not. 
ceaſe in the Chriſtian church, when the cele- 
bration of it was not attended with miraculous 
gifts; but they conceived that it ſerved for the 
adminiftration of the ordinary incomes of 
Gop's Grace to his people, which they ſtood 
in need of, as well as it hath done to extra- 
ordinary largeſſes, when their neceſſities re- 
N it. And both the Greek and Latin Fa- 
thers quote that famous inſtanceof the Apoſtles 
at Samaria, who under their glorified Saviour 
imparted miraculous gifts to the people of Sa- 
maria, by laying their hands on them. Ads 
viii. 14. And many of them underſtood the 
laying on of hands, mentioned Heb. vi. 2. 
to nat . to this holy rite. And foraſmuch ag 
the imparting of thoſe gifts of the holy Ghoſt 
was reſerved peculiarly to the Apoſtles, Con- 
firmation was eſteemed to be the peculiar of- 
 fice of the Biſhop. But yet, ſince we do not 
find it expreſly enjoined in the holy Scrip- 
tures, our church, which keeps to the ſafe 
and perfect rule of God's holy word, retains 
it only as an ancient and uſeful practice, a 
piece of diſcipline, and moſt juitly denies it 5 


/ 
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be a ſacrament; and for the ſame reaſon re- 
jects the uſe of oil, and other ceremonies for- 


merly uſed in the adminiſtration, and only, 
retains the ſcriptural rite of laying on of hands, 
which was not only uſed by the Apoſtles, but 


by the Patriarchs. 


* 


It is not proper at preſent to recite to you 
the numerous teſtimonies of the beſt and moſt 
ancient writers concerning this ſubject: but 
as you grow up to riper judgment, you may 


ſee great collections of them made by Dr Fack- 


fon, Dr Hammond, Dr Comber, and other 


divmes of our church; which are alſo very. 


compendiouſly ſummed up in two late Ser- 
mons, the one preached by Mr Saywel, the 
other by Mr Elliſon. And many foreign di- 
vines have judiciouſly cleared it ſince the Re- 
formation, as Calvin, Chemnitius, Paræus, 
Rrvetus, . rb and others. And it has 

erted and recommended by ſome. 
conſiderable writers of our own, who have 


been alſo a 


not in all things agreed with us in the matter 
of church government, as we ſee in Mr Han- 


mer's Exercitation, and Mr Baxter's Treatiſe 


on this ſubject, in which they greatly lamented 
the diſufe of it, as a thing of pernicious con- 


ſequence to the Chriſtian religion. But if . | 


Confirmation had not the countenance of ſuch 


venerable antiquity nor the teſtimony of 
ſuch a cloud of witneſſes, the great uſe and 


benefit of it would recommend it to all ferious 


Chriſtians, as a very requiſite part of Chrif- 
„„ 1 tian 


. * 
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tian diſcipline: As may be ſeen, in che next 


particular. 1 55 2 e 
VI. 07 the oh « and ut Bone T en ; 


Ixx the firſt place, nothing can e 
more ſerviceable to religion, than that young 
perſons ſnhould be ſeriouſly adviſed, and ear= 


2 J *g $ 
* # * * 


neſtly p reſſed, to mind the chief buſineſs for 


which chen came into this world: And this 


ought to be done as ſoon as they come to the 


uſe of reaſoh, and before they are entangled 


by the ſnares of the devil, the evil cuſtoms: 
of this world, and the inveterate habits of ſin. 
The time of youth is a ſeaſon of many violent 


temptations, and of too little prudence and 


experience, and therefore young people have 


need to be fortified by the ſtrongeſt pre- en- 


3 


gagements to religion, and by the moſt vigor- 


ous prepoſſeſſions of virtue and pious reſolu- 
tion, together with the eſpecial ſuccours of 
divine grace, in order to the preſervation of 
their integrity, and their perſeverance in their 
Chriſtian vows. 

Secondly, Nothing can be more proper and 
comely, or more juſt and reaſonable, than 
that young perſons. ſhould offer up the fiſt - 
fruits of their reaſon, vigour, and affections, 
to their moſt glorious and bountiful Creator, 
© with the moſt thankful acknowledgments of 


the infinite mercy of their redemption, de- 

dicating themſelves unto the Lord that bought 

them, and giving their Ears to be bored at the 
door- 
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door-poſts of his houſe, in token of their per · 
petual ſervice and devotion to ſo good a maſter. 
And it is of great uſe to make this confeſſion | 


of Chriſt as public and ſolemn as may be, 
that the ſhame of 'men may help in its place 
to quaſh all temptations to impiety that may 
aſſault them afterward, _ 
- Thirdly, Adueobſervanceof Chriſtian Con- 
firmation, will be an effeQual means to re- 
vive a juſt care of catechiſing our youth; 
which is a duty of unſpeakable benefit, where 
it is duly performed; and the guilt and damage 
is exceeding great, where it is neglected, or 
ſlightly performed. But now, ſince the Mi- 
niſter muſt ſolemnly teſtify, that thoſe perſons 
which he preſents to the Biſhop to be con- 
firmed, are well inſtructed in the principles 
of our holy religion, how will it concern him 
to catechize them diligently, and to excite 
their parents and governors to aſſiſt in it; 
more eſpecially their God-fathers and God- 
mothers, who by their ſpiritual parentage have | 
\ ſolemnly engaged themſelves to Gop and his 
church, to ſee them well inſtructed in the 
principles of religion. „ 
Fourthly, This will be of great uſe to re- 
form the lives of Chriſtians in general, and 
hereby to take away the intolerable reproach 
of Chriſtianity, by preventing the ſcandalous 
practices of ſuch as bear the name of Chriſ- | 
tians without any ſerious embracing. of the 4 
religion they profeſs, or ſo much as knowing te 
the firſt principles of it. O wretched, 1 SE 
| I . 


/ 
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| ful caſe! worthy. to be redreſſed by the mo 
ſpeedy care and utmoſt diligence of all hve. As 
name the name of Chriſt. What comfort 


can we take in any enjoyment of this world, 
whilſt the Turks and Pagans val oa Chriſ- 


tians for their corrupt morals? And this, 
alas, moſt juſtly. What ſhall we ſay, when 
the /alt has - ot its ſavour? But t at it is 


juſtly trampled under the feet of men. We 


cannot but cry out, Men of Ißrael, help. Ye 


that have any love for the Lord that bought 
you, or that would behold his face without 
confuſion, help to take away the reproach of 


T1/rael, by catechizing your youth in a ſerious 
and concerned manner, for training them up 


in the knowledge and fear of Gov, and 


bringing them to a ſolemn confeſſion of Chriſt 


in this holy frame, by Confirmation. 


- 'Fifthly, Where there is ſuch a gradual, de- 
liberate, and ſolemn admitfion of all perſons 
to full communion, it will be a moſt uſeful 
piece of diſcipline, to try their knowledge 


and affection towards ſpiritual things, as in 
caſe of the candidates or competitors for the 
Lord's table in the primitive times. And 
when they are thus trained up to a ſerious 


and adviſed acknowledgment of their Chriſtian 


vows by Confirmation, they cannot be ſup- 


| poſed. to act otherwiſe when they renew them 
J at the Lordes table, which will happily tend 
| to keep that ſacred ordinance from pollution, 


a thing moſt dear to all ſerious Chriſtians. | 
| ö 5 | hos RE 
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Sixtluy, Wben the generality. of our youth | 
are thus. grounded in the true prineiples of 


our holy religion, and come to receive the 


truths of the goſpel in the ſound knowledge 


and ſavoury reliſh of them, we can ſcarce 
imagine any place left fpr hereſy, ſchiſm, or 


dangerous diviſion, to ſpring up, ot take root 


among us. Cornelius of old, imputed the 


| hereſy of Novatius very much to his want of 


Confirmation, which would have led him, he 
ſaid, to better knowledge, and more fervent 
charity. And on theſe accounts we may 
well hope, that a ſerious. uſe of Confirmation, 
and a conſtant and general partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, which is the natural confe- 


2 of it, would greatly conduce to the 


ealing of thoſe wounds in the church of 

Chriſt, which many have been ready to give 
Up, as incurable. 

Seventbly, It is neceſſary to n that 


ſuch as are of competent underſtanding in a 


place where the goſpel is preached, do per- 
ſonally acknowledge and embrace the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt as their Prince and Saviour, ac- 
cording to his covenant of grace with ſinners. 
This is one of the eſſentiaf acts of a ſaving. 


faith, Rom. x. 9. If tbeu ſhalt confeſs with 


thy mouth the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt believe in 
thine heart that God ath raiſed him from the 


dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. God hath raiſed. 


and exalted his only begotten Son Feſus to be 
our Prince and Saviour, Acts v. 31. and we 


then believe thus in him in our heart, when 


we 


; A 4 0 a... e E py : 


* to at 4 him, Mags xviii. 19. which; 
| B 


1 8 , * * "SE un 
F 


E IR M 47k 6 v. 
we Fonſent and dedicate ourſelves. to 0 


2 truſt in him in theſe ſaving offices. Fw | 
| therefore, as to the neceſſity of a bj 
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dedication to Gon, e iſt,, | 
that have a competent undepſta e. of 


goſpel covenant, we agree with the 3 1 


of. infant baptiſm, and do ioaſiſt upon it as 


heartily and as earneſtly as they; but with this 


happy difference, namely, that it is to be 


done, not by renouncing, but by rene wing | 
the vows-of gut infant baptiſm, to the great 


ſatisfaction and comfort of thoſe of our com: 
munion; for this agrees with the practice | 


Chriſtianity, who, according to the unchati- 


haptifls, were no Chriſtians, becauſe baptized: 


in their infancy; to which, whas,: pious foul, 


can conſent ? 


Laſtly, We have: good aden to be aired 2 


that our Lord and Saviour Jeſus; Chriſt, 4 5 
ꝛubam all fulneſt devells, who poured forth 


impoſition, of. * 


ſuch marvellous gifts by the 
the hands of his chief miniſters in former 

times, when the neceſſity of his church re- 
quired it, will now alſo: — his ſanc- 


tifying grace; which is abſolutely neceſſaryʒ 
for the ſubſiſtence of his people, and the * 


honour of his own name in them, where ijt 


is ſolemnly prayed for by an holy aſſembly 5 
met together in his name; ſince he hath pro- 


miſed to grant what a very few. af his church 


2 N promiſe 


”y 


the Saints and Martyrs of the. pureſt times of, 1 
table, and unwarranted do&rine of the Ano. 
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promiſe of his, ſeems by the context; a 
a peculiar relation to aw) diſcipline. of his 


N 
7 


cliurch.: . N 


And as it is fie that every one ſhould in his 
Josch be trained up in the knowledge and 


eſteem of the religion he profeſſes; and ſhould 
make a ſolemn confeſfion' of His owning and 


embracing; i it, and of his reſolution to eee 
cording to it all kis days, ſo it is lixewiſe very 


ſuitable to the office of ſuch as are, under 
Chriſt, the chief governors of his Hock, that 


theſe lambs of his ſhould paſs under their paſ- 
toral hands, and that they ſhould | ſatisf! 

themſelves of the improvements made by het 
young perſons, ſince they came to years of 


_ Underſtanding ; praying over them, and bleſ- 


ſing them in the name of the Lord; which 
well becomes their ann. to er chief 


Shep herd. 1715 * 


The reaſonableneſs and wy of. tbis is ſo 


manifeſt to all conſiderate perſons, that we 


find ſomething like Confirmation uſed by che 


eto of old, and by the very 5228 dheno-thie ids, | 


ſelves. Buxtorf informs us, That 


< the Jewiſb children eame to eee | 


« years of age, and had learnt the law and 
their prayers, they were preſemed by their 


* fathers before a holy | 
< Jemnly took upon themſelves the ohſervation 
« of the law, and were thenceforth to anſwer 
« for their own faults : all which was concluded. 
with prayer for their increaſe in gooch works; 


125 * Jud. * And Knee 
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that. ; they could as readily give an account of 
« the laws. and rules of their” religion,” as an- 

c < Iver, to, RE; own. names. Lib. i. cont. 
Hopion, „ 


an the/light 13 nature tees the Hea- 
thens to ſomething, like this, For it was 
fequiredi of the Perſian Fon when they 
came to el e that They ſhould 
{take a ſolemn; oath to deſpiſe all ftthy lucre, 

* bodily pleaſure, and vain. 15 Ce 377 be 
$,emulpus. of virtue, to worſhip nd. 
© honour. their parents; to ſpeak. truths: 75 Py 

good, and never wilfclly to violate, any 9 

L theſe things.: id. Peluſ, lib. iv. The. 2... 
is recorded of the A. henians, that 

their young men were enroled, 6 5 
©lemnly ſwore to obſerve, the. Pee 7 


Jemnities and received cuftoms.. of. their, 975 


country, and to defend and reyetence the, a 
c listen in Urn they; vere born. . 
Holl. Onomaſt. 4: : | 
Now wa rod 3 ble their. 
youth to make a public confeſſion of their re- 
ſpective religions, with all the ſolemnity: they. 
could thinæ of, how. will they riſe up in 
judgment, and condemn Chriſtians, if they, c 
who have the beſt and pureſt religion in ide 
world, are more ſlow to make cen 0 . 
it, andlefs.careful to practiſe it. the 8 
I will. conclude this particular in this: 
well atteſted' obſervation, namely, that in- 
what places and times ſoe ver the: greateſt care: 
has been taken to train up * in induſtry. 
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D0d. "manners, then and pee % 
have thoſe nations and fates "tharyalouſly 
flouriſhed 'and grown famous If the world. 
When thoſe laws of the Lacedamibnians 
were obſeryed Which they, Called Falcidl 
whereby à vicious youth: was for the fl 
fau't publicly reproved, for the ſecond beat- 
en, and for the third put to death; what 


mighty heroes and renowned 'worthies' dis 


they produce; even to the amazement of the 
And fo when tlie Rimithr* enacted 
ſuch ſtrict laws for modeſty and uittue, that 
they mage it penal for a father to Taluie' bis 
own wife in the preſence of any of bist chil- 


dren, how did- virtue and  hohour* Aburiſm 
along them ! and whit brave men did th 


ſend abroad ! who no les by the fame of wer a 
virtue, than by the terror of their arms, ſub- 

dued the world? And on the contrary, it is 

every where ſeen; that che public we fare de- 
clines and withers, as theit yeurh: are neg. 
lected and undiſcif 


zSlined'; which comes to 


0 paſs party from the very david the wing; 
in that the ſouleſt Extravagancits:will matu- 
rally be produced by the commemdegenera- 


cy and raſhneſs of unmanaged youth, and 
partly by God's juſt — ſuch a 
neglect of education, which is ſo aften and 
ſo | Tit enjoined in the old and riew-T'cl-.; 
tament. So that it will be n wonder at- all, 

if / ſuch a nation and ſuch parents? are pu- 
niſhed by the moſt exorbitant diſerders of 


they youthy, who * no! effeſtuunb Gare! to. 
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4. 4 co MATION: 37 


breed them up to better manners. And there, 
fore, this important public concern deſerves 


the care of the civil Magiſtrate, as well as of 


the Miniſters of Chriſt. 
And now, from the uſe. and benefit of, 


Confirmation, 1 proceed to bew vou how Js. 


2 to be preglzng for it. 


Fe. % Dirk : ' 


[24 hay to prepatk £28 


44" 2 Ar 


Br TY. has hs 3 Tad Gf MIT 1 
ture of Confirmation, it will be ca to un⸗ 


derſtand what ye are to do in order to prepare 
yourſelf, for it. For ſince ye. are "hereby. ' 
take the vow. of Baptiſm upon yourſelves by. 


your. own, expreſs. act, the following, N $ 
will appear very requiſite ; namely, . 
„Firſt, That, You. underltand. the terins of : 


has » gracious covenant, which Gop vouch- | 


ſafe 88 to make With, men, in his holy Goſpel, 
In order to Which, beſides what L have ſaid 15 
on this particular, Ladviſe. y you, to ud 7 9 
Catechiim, with the help, of of thoſe exp 4 7851 
tions of it, and comments upon it, which 
ate very plemiful among us; and withal, I 


would deſire you to read the preface to The = 


whole Duty of dan again and again, till you 
fully apprehend the ſcope of it, And fead 

me hort expoſition. of the Articles of 1: 
2 4 ag and of the Ten Commandments Ul, 7 
you underſtand hat is 0 0 Al's ws 5 
d 1 a- 


22 PASTORAL ADVICE, in order 
bour by prayer and meditation to affect your 
heart with a juſt ſenſe and regard to your oy 
to Gor, and man. 
Secondly, Lou muſt ferioifly retire; and 
_ conſider what an awful and important thing 
it is for a frail and ſinful creature to enter 
into covenant with the almighty Gon; and 
to ſeal it in the blood of his * 4 — Son. It 
is no light matter for any one in a body of 
corruption, and encompaſſed with a world of 
temptations, and beſieged by: man legions of 
malignant ſpirits, to make yows 2 perpetual 
ſervice;/to a God who ſees of "hearts, and 
records our miſdoings, and will revenge them 
too, except they ate blotted out *thiough 
faith and repentance. A few ſerious thoughts 
on this, will convince you that ye cannot 
engage yourſelves in this covenant in confi- 
dience of your own ſtrength, but in the ſuf- 
ficiency of an almigbty Saviour and Sancti 
fier. And the whole tranſaction is fo ver 
awful and tremendous; that it is a moſt hate 
ful and dangerous raſhneſs to make this cove- 
nant with Go, or to renew it after wards, 
without many fervent prayers, and the Beck 
adviſed. deliberation and" ſearch into the ſin⸗ 
cerity of our Dear. WIS 
And now, ſince a colendins an a cc 
between two parties upon certain Eofidkiond, 
you are to conſider the marvellois:eondeſcen- 
fion and infinite goodnefs'of Go p towards 
man, on the one part, and the ſolemn vows, 
5 * ſtrict W of r to * hog 


** 


| than, men, of à mg 


4+ 


to tonpromdntion.” 33 


be other part. And the vaſt contents of both 


theſe may be ſummed 4 up,. I conceive, in the 


divine work, happy change, and vaſt privi- f 


5 lege, of. ſpiritual regeneration, through: the 
graceand. Aae of Gop to men, on the one 
Part, and in the ; great duty and. perpetual 
thankful fulneſs, and devotion of ſuch as are thus 
| | Iegeneraied, to the Author of their redemption, 
19 0 e,other, Part. . 
In the firſt place, I beſesch you to t dd | 
ider d deeply the marvellous detain and 
15 nite gobd-will of Gor towards men, even | 
Unful, ac uried, Pe men, in this 
12 cious tranſaction, e who has left © me 
len angels bound in chains of Darkneſs, that 
are. never to be filed olf, has extended bis 
mercy to fallen men in a moſt aftonithin "oh 
manner. Angels are more. excellent I 
more. exalted. knowledge, an 
of 1 poet and ffrength ;. 1785 to 939 
'y of Gov? 8 grage, bis goodneſs has Ple- 
ferred the. 1 before: the elder. And to 
our exalted conſolation, we. fpd ourſelves 
honoured with, ſuch, a ee and depth E 
diving., grace and merey in the goſpel, tn 
every ſenſible perſon e but cry out wit 2 
thanks okful, Elizabeth... Whence 25 "to, me a 
hat 3 4 miracle of divine goodneſs is-this,-- 
that; the Lord. of heaven. and earth, w. *wbo  _ 
gra Webel himſelf in every. Took * Wy 
5 ouchfated to his holy. angels, Wag not 
behold ſuch 4 95 greatüte a8 75 —2 — 
hs e W el pity, but Waun Jay pots. . 


* * 125 


* 


me when. Ilay weltering i in my po] 


| fell on his face, as being aftoni 


he ought ye, my dear children, to e con- 


| ſomething of a paraphraſe upon 


34 Pabrod bs Agvieul in order 


Live; yea, that he ſhould neblaſe to em- 

biace ine with infinite loving kindnëſs and ten- 
der mercy, and to bring me'nearer unto bim- 
ſelf, and make me one of his houſhold,” 


one of his regenerate and adopted children, 
and to make a covenant of ſtrifriendſbip and 
near alliance with me, even with me, who'am | 


by my fins more deſpicable than a worm, and 
more loathſome than a toad. This is ſuch. a 


1 heighth of goodneſs, and ſuch a depth of con- 


deſcenſion, that when G op was pleaſed. tbo 
£quaint Abraham with his intention of mak- | 
ing a covenant. with bim, the ho] 24 Patriarch | 
ed at. the 


"marvellous ſtoop of infiels Majeſty, and ut- 


1 terly erw with the. vaſt befievulence | 


of infinite Goodneſs. © 
Wich ſuch ſincere thankfulneſs. 


fider the 1mmente love of Gop towards men, 


contained in this covenant which you em- 
brace, and publicly own at your Confirma- 


tion: wherein Gop is pleaſed to aſſure you, 
that ye ſhall be the members of Chriſt, - he 
children of God, and the inbetitots of the 
7 kipgdom c of heaven, if you continue Faith: 
ful to j our covenant engagements. 1 
I cannot pals over thele yalt gratits, without 
A 
Firſt, By virtue of this covenant and ſacred 
alliance with Gon, Fou ſhall be owned, Y 
and elleemed by kim as a member of his only 
begotten 


2 


and ſorrows. 


begotten Son Jelus.Chrilt; ES, upon * 


ſpiritual incotporation into the viſible, church. 3 
| bs Chriſt by divine regeneration, ,. 


1. Vou ſhall have a continual Bas. 
-ontion- of grace from the Lard Jeſus, who is 
the head over all things to bis church: even | 
as the members of any living body derive life, 8 
ſpirit, and motion from the head. Of. his. 


fulneſi, faith St John, have all we received, | 


even grace for grace, John i. 16. A. the 
branch cannot bear, fruit of 0 of itſell, faith our 
bleſſed Saviour, except it abide in the vine, 


no more cun pa, except ye abide in me: * 5 


toithous me js ran do nothing, John xv. 4. 


As the bead of every rational being is 


careful to prevent ruinous miſchief that is 
falling on any member that belongs to it, * 
is tender of the welfare of each member 
cauſe his own welfare conſiſts therein 1 85 n 3 
all faithful Chtiſtians be ſheltered and. defend- 
ec by the tender gompaſſions of the U Jeſus. 

- Chriſty. the head of. his church, and by «uy | 
be protected from all Wis though 
not from thoſe chaſtiſements which they often 
need, as much BA diſcaſed, body needs medi- 


* 


* eine. 4 | 3 0 N ; $3 
9 Ir gives rants” that Chit” will Am- ff 


pathize with you in, all your troubles, becauſe og 
the head and memb 2 will have the ſame } Joys 45 


4. It implies, that Chriſt will be ith you 4 


here on eatth in a way of ſpiritual intercourſe 


and, 3 high thy Ren ** members 
cannot 
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cannot be ſevered from each other without 4 
maiming, mangling, and ruin. And 19 1 the | 
. ſame reaſon it implies, 


5. That you ſhall. reign ng Chriſt i in his 


8 heavenly kingdom for ever; for Chriſt him 
John Xia. e r live, ye 


lf ſays, 
ſhall live alſo. | 0 1 
Secondly, Ye. ail. bat the grant of. this 


© covenant, become a child of Dy: which 


implies * 1 e 
1 That 

of a ſpiritual birth, and a divine extraction, 
when you come to be born anew by the holy 
Spirit, through the incotruptible ſeed of his 


holy word, Which Gop here promiſes, to im- 
part to you, by the due uſe, of thoſe means of ; 

his grace which you here, engage to apply 

' yourſelf unto in faith and ſincerity. And wo» 


2. You will be regarded and dealt by as dne 


of the family of the King of heaven, as being : 


one of that choſen generation, and royal prig/h-'' 
hood which St Peter mentions, . 1 Pet. ii. 9. 


And this implies, 1. That you will be at- 
tended” by the holy Angels of Gop, who are 


a ſtanding life-guard to thoſe who are of this 


royal family of the King of glory, Heb. i, 14. 
2. You will be provided for by a peculiar 


f providence; ſo that though the young lions 


may lack and ſuffer hunger, yet they that ſeek 


the Lord ſhall not want any good thing, Pfal. 
XXxxXiv. 10. 3. You will then, as a child, Have 


free recourſe to your father's preſence, even 


with a COnONaMle conhiderice,! Heb. x. 19. 


b 4. T'ou 


at you wil VE the iwie honour 


4.4 Wow matt habe "A chice fee 00 o par- 
ſpring of the bleſſed entertainment. of your fa- 
ther's table; who Joyfully:Kills' the fatted calf 


to treat his returned fon,” Late v. 23. * 
what is the bliſs of all, ; 


Thudly, You will bet the TY per Than of 


TE Being born of Gopy/ and adopted 


by him, you become his heirs, Nom. viii. 17. 


J children, then heirs;  beirs of Cad, and 
Joint heirs with:Ghrift. You have a firm title 


to it now, through a penitent renewing faith, 


= whict4s the duty on your part, confiding in 
the grace of GOD: And when you have pro- 
fitabſy -paſfed through the inſtruction, diſci- 
pline, and purification of the ordinances of 


Ohriſt in the church below, you ſhall be taken 
up to the glory and triumph ef the church 


above, and ſhall be ever with your Lord. 


Every one of theſe Chriſtian privileges af- 


fords you matter of abundant praiſe; and let 


me prevail with you: to meditate upon them, 
till the juſt ſenſe of theſe marvellous grants caſt 


| you down upon your knees before Gon, to 
render the moſt affectionate thanks and praiſe. 
for theſe ineſtimable benefits,” And when you 


have ſo done, let me intrkat you alſo to re- 


flect a while, both with pity and indignation, 


upon the folly and miſety of the unbelieving 
world, who are undone by the; hardneſs of 
their own hearts, by ſhutting their agua 
the light, and deſpiſing the grace and 3 
of Gop.: Ah! what honour and glory 
1 deſpiſe, and A RAE bliſs * ate 8 
15 ey 


F 1 " 


386 eatron kt di is b 


they loſe,” who prefer the huſks and ſwill of 
ſwine, before the princely entertainment of 
their father's houſe ? Ol that they had eyes to 
ſee, and hearts to conceive, how much better 
it is to live, as a dutiful child of Gop, in 
debe comfortable ſenſe of his favour, and the 
yful expectation of an eternal inheritance in 

6 bis glorious kingdom, than in a moſt un 
ſonable and diſingenuous rebellion againſt Gop | 
here, with 8 eternal + nn from 
- Gov. hereafter. . ” d Fn ] 

' Meditate on theſe things, D pray vows With 
tively and-efficacious faith, till you feel ſuch 
a ſenſe of -Gop's infinite mercy in your e- 
demption as tends to engage your hearts and 
lives in his ſervice, and then you will be fit 
to conſider : the other part of this covenant, | 
vhich contains your duty and eee to 
Gp; ; and they are theſe three. 

1. That you will, through. the Grace, '6f 
Gov, renounce. that grand enemy of Gob, 
the devil, and all thoſe his works, which are | 
oppoſite to the holy will of Gop, and to his 
honour; as blaſphemy, pride, witchcraft, ido- | 
latry, falſhood, envy, malice, diſcontent, op- 
poſition to the will of Gon, and the allure- 
ments of others to ſin, with a wretched de- 
light in all impiety. For theſe things are as 
oppoſite to the Spirit of Ohriſt, and to the 
* of the goſpel, as darkneſs to light. | 

And on this account alſo,we,mulſt renounce 
| thoſe pomps and vanities of this wicked world, 


"_ vain people have taken vp; from the 


rr | | | 
. ya 11 = 20 208 2 8 ky. 0 dart tt Lani 


Us — 


devil 


Di * 
13 n 
9 


levi), | 


a we! not 


a haug 


theſe evil 


| Tere 


| poſfible care and labour 20. keep our bodies 
 Cleanneſs, and all 3 


devil, or dheir 60 vn 
ride themſelves in rope: in a pompous man 
Bes as the heathen *world bas dong — in 
omps of their idolatrous worſhip, in their 
cruel combats, and eus, * . Ai 
Tee many th 
profane rorld, Which a 
Holy Will of Gon, 4s profane 
| 24 \pirie, - eraftineſs to ee ny 
We mutt heartily han 1's. and pe- 


ſuch like 


ue rendunce all . Follies, 
and pernicious vanities,” 7 0 0nd lh 
"And whereas we have ſundry corrupt in- 


Einatlons and läſtings after theſe and other 
il thi ings, which I aſſuredly betray us to 


fn, if we do not Watch again them; and 


vigorouſly. oppoſe and mortify them; it is A 
great 3 out Chriſtian warfare to ſubd ne 
1 dipofitlons, through the boly Spirit 
of Gov, and to mortify rh l e the fe, 

the buff of tht Hes "ind the ere e which _ 
are the re caſes an Sof human 
nature in this its . ate; and ſin- 
y dedicate dur bodies as well as our ſouls 
'0 Þ in "baptiſm, ſince Gop has moſt 
graciouſly promiſed to dwell in 'theſe taber- 
nacles of fleſh, by his holy Spirit, as in a 
temple Conſecrated to him, we muſt uſe all 


from the defflement of inte mperance, un- 
that our mem- 
n 


i 
5 * 


3 


8 engine dn. 4 


ö * body n. habitation of the Spiri of 
ad Don; 
2. You muſt 3: holiane> all 7 = 8 57 
o the-Chriſtian, faith, the ſum of which. you 
have in the Apoſtles Creed. To. all hich 
you muſt not only give the aſſent of your 
mind, that they are, true, but the bearty con- 
ſent of your ſoul, 28 to holy princi | a- 
cording to which you deſire to frame. your 
whole life; particularly as to that principal an 10 | 
leading article, the belieying i 8 51000 Chri 
s the only begotten, Son of Gon, anfl guy 
© ſovereign. Lord and, only er 5 85 | 
diftioguithes 4 Chriſtian from Wk x reſt of the. 
world, and implies the aner belief of the 
whole goſpel. He that truly makes ZR © 2 
feſſion, does heartily and e ſectually embrace 
1 the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his faving Does as of | 
— Prophet, Prieſt, and King, and is as deſirous to 
= be taught and governed by his holy word; and 
1 Spirit, as to be reconciled to Gop _ reſcued | 
from his wrath, through his merits and i wore 
ceſſion. And therefore, : Py 242 9 + 
3. It muſt. be your zeal, purpoſe and en 
 deavour,: through the grace of Gop, to kee | 
« Gop's holy, will and gg e and h. 


„to walk in the ſame, al OE | N our of G 
life; receiving... theſe ho 5 Ws 9 ob, ef 
in the love of them, hich wil 1 cat, you 17 
down in ſincere contrition 12 75 7 5 os 
whenever you find that yo l nd el. th 


| wile ; ande with the roya Ina 
. \miſt, 7% lee la J talen as a 
beritage 
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Jof the accompliſhment of every promiſe" 
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heritage pi ever; 0 are the Joy FR 2 hne . 
ing of my heart, Pal. exix. 111. They (arg | 


| Indeed the refinement and elevation of our 


nature, the reſt and ſatisfaction of our ſoul, 

and the neceſſary boundaries of our bliſs, and 
therefore ever wiſe and good perſon cannot 
but love them accordingly 3" for to do other- 
wiſe is, as Shaman obſerves,” to” hate aur om 


font, Prov. j. 36. Thus much for dhe ſecond 


direQtion. 3 (On — C(ͤ oO HI 297 "* +4 


Thirdiy, "Bring yourſelf; dcr a deep, ſelſ. 


examination, concerning your paſt Hife. Ask 


your heart; in the fear of Gob, how yo have 
complied- with your bapeifinal coveriane" in the 

frame of Your heart,” and courfe of yout life? 
ou not neglected ihe ſweet duties of 

prayer and 'praiſe,” or of reading or hearing 

God's word? Or have your nor done theſe. 
and merely for 
cuſtom fake, or the fear of favour of men? 
Hath 'the kingdom of Cop and your ſpiritual 
coticertis been regarded in the firſt place? 
And have ybu guy refrained from ride, 7. 


Wing, theft, tuubbornneſs; laſciviouſneſs, paſſiou, 


revenge; milice; and the profanation of Goh 


holy name and day. From what principles 
have you acted; Have you. ved and feared 


Gon. greatly from your youth? Have you 
effefually believed the holy goſpel? and have 
you'been'daily governed by it, in expectaſſon 


threat made therein? Have you, in fine, ever 
had a 3 and contrite ſenſe of Four 
n N . 


\ 


| 40 Pa$STORAL' Apvice,; in order | 

ou body an holy habitation of the Spirit of 
D... 

„ $406 nab "Y 6: 1 all "the. jw of 
© the Chriſtian faith, the ſum of Which you 

have in the Apoſtles Creed. To. all, which 

you muſt not only give the aſſent of your 


mind, that they are true, but the hearty con- 


ſent of your ſoul, as to holy principles ac- 


cording to which you deſire to frame your 
whole lifet particularly as to that principal and 
leading article, the believing in Jeſus Chriſt 


as the only begotten Son of Gop, and our 


< ſovereign Lord and only Saviour; which 


diſtinguiſhes a Chriſtian from the reſt of the. 
5 and implies the practical belief of the 


whole goſpel. He that ol makes this con- 


feſlion, . does ; heartily and e ectually embrace 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his ſaving offices of 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King, and is as deſirous to 
be taught and governed by his holy word and 
Spirit, as to be reconciled to God and reſcued 


from his wrath, through his merits and i inter- 
ceſſion. And therefore, 

3. It muſt be your real purpoſe and e en- 
-deavour, through the grace of Gop, to keep 


* Gop's holy will and Fommand ment and 


© to walk in the ſame, all the days of your 


life; receiving theſe holy laws of on, 


in the love of them, which will caſt yo 


down in ſincere contrition before G o, 


whenever. you find that you have done other- 


wiſe ; and vou will, ſay with the royal Pſal- 


miſt, Thy Te imonies ave 1 taken as mine 


heritage 
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heritage for ever; they are the joy and rejoice- 


ing of my heart, Pal. exix. 111. They arę 


indeed the refinement and elevation of our 
nature, the reft and ſatisfaction of our ſou], 
and the neceſſary boundaries of our bliſs, and 
therefore every wiſe and good perſon cannot 
but love them accordingly ;"for to do other- 
wiſe is, as Solomon obſerves, to hate our' own 
i. 36. Thus much for the ſecond 
c 
Thirdly, Bring yourſelf to a deep, ſelf- 
examination, concerning your paſt life. Aſk 
your heart, in the fear of God, how you have 
complied: with your baptiſmal covenant in the 
frame of your heart, and courſe of your life ?. 
Have you not neglected the ſweet duties of 
prayer and praiſe, or of reading or hearing 
Gop's word? Or have you: not done theſe 


and other duties formally, and merely for 


cuſtom fake, or the fear or favour of men? 
Hath the kingdom of Gop and your ſpiritual 
concerns been regarded in the firſt place? 
And have you duly refrained from pride, 1y- 
ing, theft, ſtubbornneſs, laſciviouſneſs, paſſion, 
revenge, malice, and the profanation of God's 
holy name and day. From what principles 
have you acted; Have you loved and feared 


Gon greatly from your youth? Have you 


effectually believed the holy goſpel? and have 
you been daily governed by it, in expectation 
of the accompliſhment of every promiſe and 
threat made therein ? Have you, in fine, ever 
had a convicting and contrite ſenſe of your 
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42. PasoraL ADVICE, in H: 


' wretched and periſhing eftate, by reaſon: of 


your ſin? And have you' heartily and effec- 
tually embraced the ſpiritual government aud 
protection of the Lord of life? 'Have you 
truly lived to him that Hare his life a ranſom 
„ 

And where you find your guilt, confeſs it 
humbly in prayer to Gop, and ſet yourſelves | 
by the grace of Gon, to ſhun it effectually 


for the future. And give Goo the praiſe of 
all the good which "nh, been wrought in vou, = 


or by you, in any part of your life. 
Fourthly, be very frequent, and very ear- 
neſt in prayer to Gon, through our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, that he would vouchſafe to create | © 
in you'a clean heart, and te renew a right ſpirit 


within you; and that he would, by his bleſſed 
Word and Spirit, produce in your ſoul ſuch 
holy diſpoſitions and determinations, as may 


duly qualify you for the great work of cove: | 


nanting with him, and may bring forth the 
bleſſed fruit of Holineſs unto eternal life. And 
if you are not provided with better aſſiſtance 


in your devotion you may daily . the fol- | 
von Pray er. 


—— 


4 Pray to bs uſed i in rhe . a Saha that 
? of + ihe far Confirmation. e 


\ Moſt gracious and bountiful Gop l who 
ſo lovedſt this finful world as ta give 
thine only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 


5 Tis on him ſhould not periſh, but have 


everlaſting 
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9 fe; and who haſt in thy holy 
goſpel molt zracioufly proclaimed' thy offer of 
pardon and peace to the greateſt of ſinneis 
that turn unto thee by true faith and repent- 
ance, Being encouraged by theſe manifeſta- 
tions of thy great mercy, O moſt gracious 
op! I, who am one of the vileſt of thy 
reatures,, do humbly proftrate myſelf before 
hy mercy-ſeat, greatly bewailing my polluted 


: ature, and ungodly life; by reafon of which 
am become more odious in thy fight than the 


very bealts that perith, and ſhall, without thy” ; 
eicy, be ſpeedily. more miſctable than they, 
and that for ever. I therefore bleſs and mag-" 


iy thine boly. name, that thou haſt begotten” 


s again to a lively hope by our Lord Jeſus 
hriſt, and that I was brought into the bonds 


f thy covenant of grace And life iti him, in 


ny infancy. O Lord, vouchſafe to give me 
he heart, endued with thy faith, fear, and 
ove; that 1 may, through thy Spirit, mor- 
fi all carnal luſts, withita nd all the l 
tions of the devil, and this preſent world, ab” 
perſevere i in thy holt ways to my life's dend. 
And be pleaſed” ro diſpoſe my ſoul into a truly” 
Chciltian frame, in tſie owning and rene wit 


Por my baptifmal vows in "thine eſpecial pre- 


ſence, and before e the governots of thy o church 


at my ſolemn per en. O Lord, grant 


me fuch increaſe of all grace, that may be 
confirmed | in the prevailing love of thy truth, 
and in the hatred of all iniquity ; that fo that 


union, with thee, which is began bere nf grace, 
| may 


* 


—— 
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44. | PASTORAL Apvier, in arder 
may at laſt be perfected in glory through Jefas 
Chriſt, who is our hope, through whoſe molt 


acceptable mediation 1 farther pray, 2 as he hath 
taught us, Our Father, & c. 


® 7 I. 
n © # 


Fiſthly, You muſt truly put corey" ork 


to the utmoſt, in a ſerious care, and diligent 


endeavour. to pleaſe Gop, according to 0 
revealed will: 180 to render this effectual, 

muſt exert an habitual truſt in the holy Fpirt 
of ſanctification, without whoſe divine aſ- 
ſiſtance you will never be able to mortify ; any 
luſt or paſfion, nor to reſiſt temptations, nor 
to advance ,in any part of Chriſtian Virtue. 
For as on the one hand you cannot zdvance 


one ſtep towards heaven in the ſtate of carnal 


ſloth, idleneſs, and inadvertency ; ; ſo on the 
ather hand, you can never do it by your own 
independent wiſdom, diligence, and ſtrength. 
The direction of the holy goſpel runs thus, 


Fork out your own ſatvation with fear and 
trembling : for it is God that werketh in you 16 


will and to do, according to his good PHeafure, 


Phil. ii. 12, 13. Wherein every Chriftian is g | 
encouraged to ſet earneſtly to the work of his 


holy calling g, conſidering that Gop is ready 
to work in him, and with him by his holy 
Spirit. And none but the lovers of ſin can 
be thought to ſit contentedly under its tyran- 


ny, ſince we have ſuch a mighty Saviour: to 


reſcue us from its pernicious bondage. 
cr a Adviſe with your Parents, and with 


their Nano, your God- fathers, . and God- 
mothers, 


mathers, or with any of your pious friends 
off chat are capable of aſſiſting you in this great 

work. But more eſpecially reſort to your 

Miniſter, whoſe. buſineſs it is to adviſe and 
aſſiſt you herein, and who ought to be ſatisfied 
of your fitneſs for Confirmation, that he may 
upon good grounds preſent you to the Biſhop 
in order to it. And when you come to the 
| enjoyment of that happy ſeaſon, let me deſire. 
you to obſerve the following directions. 


VIII. O/ met Behaviour at the time of. 


L r me here remind you of a thing which 
will be of uſe to you all the days of your life, 
which is, that you treat all things, in which 
almighty GoD is immediately concerned, 
with the moſt awful reverence and regard. 
For ſuch as approach otherwiſe to infinite 

Majeſty, caſt themſelves upon a conſuming fire, 
8 Heb, xii. 29. If prayer, or any mention of 
Gop, be made heedleſly, and without godly. 


* N * . | ; 
ji fear, the miſbecoming manner of the perform- 


ance deſtroys the very end propoſed, which is 
11 the glorifying. of Gop. Keep thy foot, ſays 
7 [the wiſe King, when thou goe/? into the houſe 
/ off God, and be not raſh with thy mouth to utter 
any thing befare bim: for he is in beaven, and 


1- + 
theu on earth, Eccl. v. 1, 2. There is an 
E infinite diſtance betwixt the great Creator and 


h the belt of his creatures; and he is greatly to 
. be feared, even in the pureſt congregations 0 
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„in order 
the ſaints. The heathen Pythagoras laid "this 


as a rule to be ſtrictly obſerved by his ſcholars, | x 
© That” they never preſume to worſhip Gon 
in a tranſient or curſory manner“. 0 
Since then, you are but a lump of poor BY el 
luted duſt, are now approaching to the nearer Ml + 
preſence of the moſt high and holy GO p, 2 
with whom is terrible majeſty, there þ to tranſ-. 5 
act a thing of the higheſt concernment ima- MW h 
ginable, even to make a ſtated covenant and v 
contract with him; and this not for a month tl 
or a year, but for your whole life, yea, for þ 9 
ever; ſummon up all your. care and concern t. 
to worſhip and revere that Gop, with whom 0 
you have to do. Suffer not your eyes org 
thoughts to wander after impertinent objects, {MF ]. 
but preſent yourſelf before the Lord with the 


hy 


moſt compoſed reverence of ſoul and body, 
See that your heart join ſincerely and affec- 
tionately in all the parts of devotion appoint- 
ed for that occaſion ; and pray not only for 


'- yourſelf, but for all ſuch as ſhall be confirmed | 


with you, © that Gop would defend you by | 
© his heavenly grace, that ye may continue to | 
© be his children and ſervants for ever; and | 
< may ye increaſe in the graces of his holy 
© Spirit more and more, until you come to 
© his everlaſting kingdom. Amen. 

And when you come to devote yourſelf to 
Gop, and to renounce the devil, and all car— 
nal and worldly luſts, do it moſt earneſtly and 
refolvedly ; being moſt heartily deſirous to be . 


divorced ſrom wickedneſs, in order to be eter- : 
| ally 


to 60 NM TV. 


nally united to your beloved Saviour, Wd 
titled to the glory of his moſt bleſſed kingdom. 
And when you depart from this ſolemn aß 
ſembly, which you mult be ſure not to do, till 
the whole ſervice i is over, you ought to refrain 
from vain company and-diſcourſe, and to retire 
| as ſoon as you can conveniently, to recollect 
what you have promiſed, and to meditate onthe 
happineſs of this ſtate of alliance and peace 
with Gop; and to pray to him to preſerve you 
| therein for ever. Which Gop almighty 
grant, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
to whom, with the Father and the holy Spirit, 
one eternal GoD, be all bleſſing, Honour, 
1 glory 11. eee aferibes evermore. 4, men. 
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Z „ given by His Grace the Lord 7. 

bp of Canterbury, 1 the parochial Clergy, 

in order to the better di i poſiti tion of the Youth. 

in tbeir reſpectiue Cures for their Confirmation 

' by the Biſhip, and their conſequent oO 
to the Lord's Table. 


HAT every parochial Miniſter mquire in 
his pariſh who they are, who widen. been 
baptized, are not confirmed. 5 
II. That he apply himſelf to ſuch, and examine 
5 them, and inſtruct them fully in che principles of 
| tne Chriſtian religion, and eſpecially in thoſe which 
relate to. their vow in Baptiſm ; aſking them par- 
ticularly theſe queſtions, to which their ſureties 
anſwered in their name, ir. Doſt thou re- 
nounce?' Sc. Doſt thou believe in Go p? 
c. + Wilt thou obediently keep Gop' holy 


6 will” Gr: - 
a III. That 


1 


— 


* 
8 8 

— 5 „ Gn * 

«nn — 1 Wor” 1 e 


* 
* 
& * * e 
e * TIE OT TO S355: 44. er — 
— 


3 
I OO 


2 2 „ = 2 r 
1 — 49a 
— 


. 
. e 
— Are? 


. wafer 


2 


oa 


44/44 n 
4 — 


3 
— 


1 


48 


n 
— —— — 


III. That he ae . he nature _ uſeful. 


neb of Infant Baptiſm and Confirmation, and the 


neceflity of an early dedication of themſelves to 


the ſervice of Chriſt, as he has opportunity in 
private, or atleaſt in fome public ſermon, or cates y 


<Chetical exerciſe. | | 
IV. That he permit none to come again, who 

Have been confirmed already; g 
V. That he bring none to be con Grmed. who are 


under fourteen years of age, unleſs they are greater 


proficients in Chriſtian knowledge and piety, thag : 
E ordinarily are at thoſe years, 3 


VI. That he ſet down the names of thoſe he Wl 
finds fit, and intends to preſent, in a liſt, ben WW 


with their reſpectlive ages. | 
VII. That he defire their ſureties or parents) | 


or ſome one or other of them, if it may be, to 
come along with him and them, at the time g 
Confirmation. = 

VIII. That all poſſible care be taken to prevent | 
crowds in the chancel, and to keep the whole | 


church from-rude netfee and diſturbances. 


IX. When he comes with the perſons to be con- | 8 
firmed, that he endeavour to bring them in the 
order as they ſtand in the liſt, and call them over; : 


and after they have anſwered to their names, he 


reſent them. WM 

X. That he take care that none of them depart] : 
till the whole office be finiſhed. Eh 

XI. That he keep the liſt by him, that he may 
remember who are to be called upon to prepare fory 


the Lord's Supper. | 
XII. That he frequently apply himſelf to them | 
in private admonition, to excite and aſſiſt their | 


preparation for the Lord's Table. 
F 7 N T C. 


